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Synopsis

Depositions are the new trial. Prepare accordingly.Top national trial lawyer Jim Garrity, with far in
excess of 10,000 depositions under his belt, wrote this book & “ now in its second edition - after
reading studies showing that the civil trial in our judicial system is on the verge of complete
extinction. One legal scholar found that about only about one percent of all federal lawsuits now end
in a trial. State court lawsuits have similarly fallen off the cliff. So now depositions truly are the new
trials. Thatd ™s because depositions are in most instances the only place any witness will ever
testify. So your outcome will depend heavily, even exclusively, on deposition testimony.There are
many books for sale about deposition strategies and tactics. So what hasn’t been written already?
The answer is, everything. The books, treatises and seminars previously on the market
overwhelmingly address the mechanical aspects of depositions. They tell us to be sure to organize
documents, to mark exhibits as we use them, and to work from an outline to make sure we dona ™t
miss anything. These & cetipsé ¢ are instinctive and most lawyers learn them in a law school trial
practice course. Thatd ™s not what you need.Garritya ™s view is that what trial lawyers really need
are a set of tactics that have been battle-tested over and again, in thousands of cases and against
the countryd ™s best lawyers. On this note, if you search his name in the federal PACER database
in the two states where he practices, youa ™Il see hed ™s appeared in more than nine hundred
federal cases. And because half his practice is in state courts, he conservatively estimates that

he& ™s appeared in more than 2,000 career cases. His practice area has always been high-volume
and involves many depositions. The typical case involves between ten and twenty depositions;
basic math tells us hea ™s likely taken or defended in excess of 20,000 depositions over his career,
but he opted for a conservative title in naming the book.Garrityd ™s goal wasna ™t to add another
book to the shelf about the basic mechanics of taking depositions. It was to discuss strategies and
techniques you can’t find in the rules. Over the course of thousands and thousands of depositions
hea ™s paid attention to what works and what doesn’t, and made many changes, sometimes
almost imperceptible, in the way he approaches them. Many of those changes lead to big
payoffs.Some people say that if you focus on the basics you'll do just fine. Garrity thinks the
opposite. If you're not looking for opportunities in the corners, where no one else is looking, if you're
not looking for the micro-advantages that make a difference in the close cases and get you across
the goal line, you’re missing opportunities.This systematic approach is the difference between
amateurs and pros. Small changes often result in the biggest gains. Professionals always look in the
corners for micro-advantages. For example, professional athletes - once they establish their basic

routines - immediately begin looking for ways to improve them. They devote enormous resources to



finding advantages to improve their skills. It may be a slight adjustment to the way they run, the way
they throw, the way they hold the bat, hold the club or kick the ball. Once they make those changes,
they immediately begin looking for a way to make those changes even better. It never stops.
Professionals in every occupation know that continued success demands a constant hunt for
improvements.The practice of law is no different.Try the spectacular, often ingenious techniques in
this book, and use them often, making your own adjustments to suit your style. If you are hesitant to
implement them on a widespread basis, try them individually. You will see immediate, substantial

differences in the effectiveness of your examinations.
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Customer Reviews

| LOVED this book. It’s full of fresh, clever ideas about getting better testimony. I've read most of the
books out there about litigation tactics, but most of them are beginner guides. | checked the ABA
website didn’t see anything there, either. What | liked most is that | didn’t need to spend a lot of time

thinking about the ideas. | can just use them, right now. The idea about constantly changing how



you begin depositions was great. | hadn’t thought about that. The cellphone tips are great. | hadn’t
thought about that, either. The tip for using the audio - sweet. There is so much in here that is new. |
hate to go overboard, but | was just thrilled. We find lots of books about litigation and depositions,
but it's just the basics. This is pretty clever, super useful stuff. Definitely great for lawyers that rely

on depositions.

| bought this book because | felt like witnesses were taking advantage of me. The author Jim Garrity
has some unbelievably clever tips for getting good testimony. | dont want to give them away but one
of his tips tells you how to EASILY get a hostile witness to tell you exactly where the company or
person keeps all the documents you need that the adversary has. Its a simple tip and | just never
thought of it. | laughed out loud at how clever it is. | definitely recommend it to new and longtime

lawyers. I'd like to see more like this for other stages in lawsuits.

Every practicing lawyer should read this book. The author distills in concise form the unwritten rules
for taking effective depositions. As the book is short, it is a gift that keeps on giving, because one
can refresh one’s memory by rereading the book from time to time, especially when a big deposition

is coming up.Bravo!

This book is filled with practical advice for civil litigators in any area. Easy to read and understand, |
implemented several suggestions immediately. Highly, highly recommend this book for anyone

wanting to build an edge in deposition.

What a great read. Strongly recommend to any one wanting to take control of their depositions.

Great insights from an obviously accomplished lawyer.

This second edition is outstanding. Great tips and insights that can be implemented immediately. |
love that Mr. Garrity has tens of thousands of depositions behind him. Too many authors write
books without hardcore experience behind them. His strategies are spectacular and will be useful to
any lawyer who takes a deposition. Lots of fresh and technology-driven ideas here. Great great

great.

Good practical advise.
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